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WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION (EE)?

Many people think of environmental education as “nature studies” – a 
supplement to the educational system that relates only tangentially to the
core curriculum. In actuality, EE refers to educational efforts that increase
public awareness and knowledge about environmental issues while provid-
ing critical thinking, problem-solving, and effective decision-making skills.
The main goal of EE is for people of all ages to know enough about 
environmental science and related social issues to make sound and well-
reasoned environmental decisions. In this publication, we are focusing on EE
programs, organizations, and projects related to K-12 students and educators
as well as presenting information on how EE relates to academic achieve-
ment, school improvement, and other current issues in formal education. 

Professionally-executed EE is a comprehensive process for helping people
understand the environment, their place in it, and related issues (Archie and
McCrea 1998). EE emphasizes the interdisciplinary integration of subject
matter, hands-on learning experiences, and team teaching. Because it 
centers on problem-solving and decision-making, it fosters so-called con-
structivist approaches to education, in which children work on real problems
in context rather than abstract problems out of context. It fosters both
independent and cooperative learning, creating independent thinkers who
can work together to solve common problems. The State Education and
Environment Roundtable (SEER) (www.seer.org) has developed a school
improvement model, Environment as an Integrating Context (EIC), that 
uses schools’ natural and community surroundings as a venue for connecting
these pedagogies to improve teaching and learning. Many people refer to
this kind of education as “environment-based education”, in recognition of
its primary emphasis on academics.

A broader adoption of EE in the nation’s schools can help produce motivat-
ed students, high-performance life-long-learners, effective future workers
and problem solvers, thoughtful community leaders, and people who care
about the people, creatures, and places that surround them. As a proven
method of achieving academic excellence, environmental education has
been adopted as an effective tool for meeting and exceeding state and
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INTRODUCTION

The following representative listing of resources provides a “glance” into
the increasingly complex field of environmental education (EE). We have
included a handful of entries in each of four general categories related to
EE: national programs, organizations and projects, the academic benefits of
EE, and other resources. 

Our organizing principle in preparing this resource has been: keep it simple.
Therefore, this is by no means a comprehensive bibliography. Our goal is
simply to provide some basic information that, quite literally, can be assimi-
lated “at a glance” while also pointing you in the direction of other
resources in case you would like to explore further. We hope that you find
it interesting and enlightening. For further information and resources, please
feel free to contact Andrew Finch, NEETF’s Senior Director of Education &
the Environment Programs, at finch@neetf.org.

local educational standards, many of which specifically include EE. A set 
of national standards for EE, developed by the North American Association
for Environmental Education (NAAEE), including both materials
(http://naaee.org/npeee/materials.html) and learning guidelines
(http://naaee.org/npeee/learner_guidelines.html), has also been developed.



I. National Programs and Curricula

Listed are ten popular K-12 programs that are available nationally. All of
these programs use environmental education to boost both student
achievement and responsible decision-making skills. These represent a small
sampling of the wide array of national, state, and local programs available.

Adopt-A-Watershed
http://www.adopt-a-watershed.org/
P.O. Box 1850, Hayfork, CA 96041, (530) 628-5334

Adopt-A-Watershed, a K-12 school-community learning experience, uses 
a local watershed as a living laboratory. Through hands-on activities and
service-learning, Adopt-A-Watershed aims to enhance K-12 science educa-
tion and encourage watershed stewardship. In addition to providing many
educational links related to watersheds, their website includes information
about their philosophy, available curricular materials and services, and
upcoming events. 

Audubon Adventures (National Audubon Society)
www.audubon.org/educate/aa/order
700 Broadway, New York, NY 10003, (800) 813-5037

Audubon Adventures is an environmental education program for elemen-
tary school students that presents basic, scientifically-accurate facts about
birds, wildlife, and their habitats. Thematic lessons include invertebrates,
mammalian diversity, cold-blooded animals, and birds.

Earth Force GREEN
http://www.green.org/
1908 Mount Vernon Avenue, 2nd Floor, Alexandria, VA 22301 (703) 299-9400
green@earthforce.org

The Global Rivers Environmental Education Network (GREEN), an award-
winning program for middle and high school youth, imparts critical academic
skills while educating students to improve watersheds in their communities.
GREEN’s website provides the necessary tools: water monitoring equipment,
resource and action guides, web space to post results, and other national
and local resources. 
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Evaluating Environmental Education 
http://www.iucn.org/cec/documents/ACF8044.pdf 
Stokking, K., van Aert, L., Meijberg, W., and A. Kaskens. Trans. Rosemary
Martin. IUCN - The World Conservation Union, Gland, Switzerland, 1999.

This book describes a formal evaluation process for environmental 
education programs.

Molokai: An Investment in Children, the Community, 
and the Environment
Cheak, M., Volk, T., and H. Hungerford. Carbondale, IL: The Center for
Instruction, Staff Development and Evaluation, 2002.

Report Assessing Environmental Education in the United States
and the Implementation of the National Environmental Education
Act of 1990
National Environmental Education Advisory Council. Washington, DC: U. S.
Environmental Protection Agency, 1996.

This report, prepared for Congress, provides an overview of the need for EE,
the status of EE in the United States, and recommendations for action. 

Using Environment-based Education to Advance Learning Skills
and Character Development
http://www.neetf.org/pubs/EnviroEdReport.pdf
Washington, DC: The National Environmental Education and Training
Foundation, 2001.

This report describes the efficacy of EE in helping young people become
lifelong learners and leaders.

IV. Other Resources

EE-Link
www.eelink.net 

EE-Link, a project of NAAEE, develops and collects quality EE materials and
makes them available to a broad audience of teachers and other educators.
It uses only fact-based, accurate resources that inspire inquiry, critical think-
ing and decision-making, and engagement.
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ERIC Clearinghouse for Science, Mathematics, and 
Environmental Education 
www.ericse.org/eeindex.html 

The Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) is a federally supported
system of 16 education clearinghouses. This site enables the user to search a
database that describes nearly one million articles, reports, curriculum guides,
books, and other information resources.

GreenCOM
http://greencom.aed.org/dbtw-wpd/gcom.htm

The GreenCOM Resource Center contains a searchable collection of over
3,000 different classroom materials, each of which is carefully screened for
quality and excellence. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s Office of
Environmental Education
http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/resources.html 
http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/teachers
http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/otherepa2.html
http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/ftfee.html

This site offers a wide array of EE information developed and/or funded by
the EPA. It also includes a search engine of EE materials sorted by environ-
mental topic.
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The National Environmental Education & Training Foundation

The National Environmental Education & Training Foundation (NEETF), chartered
by Congress in 1990, fulfills a unique role in the environmental education (EE) 
and training field. The Foundation fosters environmental learning at the national
level and provides a voice for learning-oriented solutions to environmental 
problems. It is a forum for unique, unusual, and effective working relationships
that focus on the environment. These include partnerships between government,
business, citizen groups and individuals. As part of its Congressional charter, 
the Foundation, a private, non-profit organization, also has a formal partnership
with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to support scientifically sound
and effective development of non-regulatory voluntary programs for environ-
mental stewardship.

The National Education & Environment Partnership 

The National Education & Environment Partnership’s purpose is to help mainstream
environmental education by fostering connections among formal, informal and
environmental education policymakers and organizations. It believes that envi-
ronmental education can lead to improved academic achievement for students,
better teaching, and stronger stewardship attitudes and skills. To this end, it is
issuing a series of publications that explain EE to other fields and that introduce
EE practitioners to funding and other advancement opportunities, as well as hold-
ing workshops and other events to bring the worlds of EE, formal and informal
education closer together. The Partnership is a project of NEETF with major sup-
port from the U.S. EPA Office of Environmental Education. For more information
and links, please go to www.neetf.org/education/index.shtm.

National Education and Environment Partnership Executive Committee

American Association of Museums
Environmental Council of the States
Environmental Education and Training Partnership
National Environmental Education and Training Foundation
State Education and Environment Roundtable
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Environmental Education
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