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Three D.C. Area Schools Awarded Grants for Water Education, 
Conservation Projects  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Three schools in the metropolitan Washington area received grants this 
week to spark water saving and environmental education projects.  
 
The elementary schools, located in Arlington, Hyattsville and Washington, D.C. each received 
$1,000 grants from HSBC Bank USA to fund projects that will create school gardens, irrigation 
systems and allow for the purchase of water-efficient fixtures. 
 
The National Environmental Education Foundation identified the winning schools as part of its 
National Environmental Education Week program, which took place April 11-17, 2010. It 
encouraged schools to focus on educating students about water and energy conservation as part 
of its annual theme, “Be Water and Energy Wise.”  
 
“These exciting projects not only help students learn about water conservation, they will also 
make a lasting difference at their schools,” said Diane Wood, president of the National 
Environmental Education Foundation. “We’re grateful to our partners as HSBC for funding the 
grant program.” 
 
This is the second round of HSBC grants. Schools receiving awards were invited to participate 
and teachers responsible for leading the grant projects will receive continuing support from NEEF 
and National Environmental Education Week.  
 
“Water conservation matters to everyone and especially our children. It is critical to equip them 
with knowledge and understanding about water and water conservation,” said Thomas Higgins, 
senior relationship manager for HSBC Bank USA. “Through these grants, they will have the 
chance for hands-on education that benefits their schools and their communities as they become 
water wise.” 

“Cesar Chavez Elementary School is very proud of this award. Our motto is willing instructional 
leaders directing children above the standard,” said Teresa Nicholson, a teacher at Cesar Chavez 
Elementary School in Hyattsville. “The schoolyard garden has motivated us to continue above the 
standards. We can make a difference and be water wise to make our planet a better place to live 
for future generations.” 

Participating schools and projects: 
 
Barcroft Elementary School, Arlington, Va.  
 



A group of fourth and fifth graders will create the Barcroft Low Flow Team. They will check water 
fixtures for leaks, measure daily water use and study billing information. Using posters and 
morning announcements, they’ll share their findings with the rest of the school.  
 
Grant money will be used to purchase water-efficient fixtures for both indoor and outdoor use. 
After fixtures are in place, a second round of data collection will compare water use before and 
after and will be presented to the school. 
 
Cesar Chavez Elementary School, Hyattsville, Md.  
 
The school will install a water-efficient irrigation system for the school garden employing rain 
barrels, soaker hoses and water timers. Rain gauges will also be installed, allowing students in 
grades 3rd-6th to track rainfall and use the rain barrels efficiently.  
 
Data on water consumption from the outdoor faucet will be collected before and after the rain 
barrels are installed. 
 
Students at the bilingual school will educate the school community about the garden using signs 
in both English and Spanish. Staff will also participate in a Project WET educator training 
workshop.  
 
Leckie Elementary School, Washington, D.C. 
 
With help from a local 4-H chapter, students and teachers from the Garden Club will install a 
vegetable garden with water conservation measures that include native and drought-tolerant 
plants and rain barrels for water collection.  
 
Students will determine the flow rate of outdoor hoses and will calculate what they will need for 
the garden. They will then calculate water and money savings from the use of rain barrels. Signs 
in Spanish and English will explain the benefits of the plants.  
 
For more information about projects or to contact representatives from the schools, please 
contact Dan Seligson, dseligson@neefusa.org. 
 

# # # 

 
Knowledge to Live By  
The National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF) provides knowledge to trusted professionals who, with their 
credibility, amplify messages to national audiences to solve everyday environmental problems. Together, we generate 
lasting positive change.  
 
NEEF partners with professionals in health, education, media, business and public land management to promote daily 
actions for helping people protect and enjoy the environment. Through our primary programs -- Classroom Earth, National 
Public Lands Day, National Environmental Education Week, Business and Environment, Earth Gauge® and Health & 
Environment -- we offer Americans knowledge to live by. To learn more, call (202) 833-2933 or visit www.neefusa.org. 
 

 
About HSBC Bank USA, N.A. 
HSBC Bank USA , National Association operates more than 470 bank branches throughout the United States. There are 
over 375 in New York state as well as branches in Connecticut, Washington, D.C., Florida, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, California, Delaware, Illinois, Oregon and Washington State.  HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is the principal 
subsidiary of HSBC USA Inc., an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of HSBC North America Holdings Inc. HSBC USA Inc. 
is one of the nation's largest bank holding companies by assets.  HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is a member of the FDIC. 
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